
German asylum seekers from Tsingtau 
 
The German naval base of Tsingtao (Qingdao) in China was captured by the allied forces, 
including Japan, on 7 November 1914, following a two months siege. Around 4,700 Germans 
were captured and sent on to Japan for internment. 
 
Generally, all persons listed here were interned in Japan, after their defeat in 1914. All of them 
were interned (again) in 1940 by the Dutch Government in NEI. They were shipped in 1941/1942 
to Dehra Dun in India where all German men from Asian countries were interned. This 
deportation from NEI was done in three trips from Sibolga harbour in Sumatra. The third shipment 
took place with the Van Imhoff. Only a few Tsingtau immigrants on board of the Van Imhoff 
managed to reach the Island of Nias 
 
This public listing of German asylum seekers in NEI has certainly facilitated their quick arrests 
and detention in 1940 
 
Source 
Deutsche Wacht, niederlaendisch-indische Halbmonatsschrift fuer Handels- und Kolonialpolitik, Volkswirtschaft und 
Voelker-recht, Batavia, Band 5, 1922.  
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