
German immigrants from Tsingtau and their fate on the ss Van Imhoff 
 
On 7 November 1914, the German naval base of Tsingtao (Qingdao) in China was 
captured by Japan operating in alliance with England. The siege took two months. About 
4,700 German soldiers and militia were captured and shipped to Japan for internment up 
to 1918. 
 
After WWI, the captives were given the option to immigrate to NEI. The immigrants were 
presented and listed by name, profession and place of living in the NEI newspapers and 
the local magazine Deutsche Wacht. This magazine acted as forum for German 
speaking citizens in NEI and is not to be confused with the Nazi propaganda magazine 
with the same name circulating in Germany. The public listing of German immigrants in 
NEI has probably eased their quick arrests and detention in 1940 
 
Many immigrants ended up in Dehra Dun (India) where male adults with a German 
background from Asian countries were interned. The deportation from NEI was done in 
three shiploads from Sibolga harbour in Sumatra. The third shipment took place with the 
Van Imhoff. Only a few Tsingtau immigrants on board of the Van Imhoff managed to 
reach the Island of Nias 
 
The list of Tsingtau immigrants below is built up as follows: The (+) sign in front of a 
name indicates a person drowned at sea during their shipment with the ss Van Imhoff. 
Where applicable, a (-) sign will be used to indicate survivors who managed to reach 
Nias island after the disaster. The spelling is kept in the pre-war versions of the Malay 
and Dutch languages. This will ease subsequent searches in pre-WWII archives. 
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- Deutsche Wacht, niederlaendisch-indische Halbmonatsschrift fuer Handels- und Kolonialpolitik, Volkswirtschaft und 
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